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Gastronomy
Ojén offers a variety of traditional dishes, notably rice with fennel,
rosquete donuts, grapes in aguardiente, soaked churros (flour fritter),
chestnut stew and natural honey. Artisanal products such as pestiño
and borrachuelo pastries can also be found in the shops.

Ojén is located ten kilometres to the northeast of Marbella, on
the old interior route linking up to Malaga. The village is situated
by the Arroyo de Almadán stream in a pleasant area with
plentiful water; the village’s white houses are surrounded by the
Blanca and Alpujata mountain ranges which are rich in the
minerals iron, nickel, lead, talc and dunite.
Despite being a typical mountain town, its proximity to the sea
means Ojén has a mild climate. In its mountains a large
Mediterranean forest extends with Portuguese oak, cork oak,
holm oak, pines, agave americana and barbary fig which grow
up to the roadsides.
The municipality of Ojén runs from the Sierra Blanca to the
Sierra Alpujata, running down into the valleys of the Real and
Ojén rivers and on to the neighbouring towns of Marbella and
Mijas. Thus, the Sierra Blanca stands over Ojén from the
mountain Cerro Nicolás (1,100 m) to the peak of Tajo Negro
(1,060 m). The valley of Juanar is hidden behind these slopes,
rising from the flats of Los Llanos de Pulas through beautiful
countryside and up to the shelter of the same name. Further
along you can discover the ‘Puerto de Marbella’ viewpoint where
you can gaze out to the coast.

MARRUECOS

Towards the east of the municipality rises the Sierra Alpujata
mountain range which stretches up to the border with Marbella
and forms the valley of the river Ojén and is largely covered by
pine forests and dense shrubbery. Heading towards the coast
we find the village, which is one of the most beautiful urban
landscapes in the province of Malaga.

Useful Information
HEALTH EMERGENCIES 061
EMERGENCIES 112
ACOSOL 952 77 31 89 (SANITATION 666 442 847)
CLINIC - LAS ALBARIZAS 952 82 48 02
BUS - AUTOMÓVILES PORTILLO 952 76 44 00
MARBELLA FIREFIGHTERS 952 77 43 49
SCHOOL 951 27 09 61
PHARMACY 952 88 12 60
GUARDIA CIVIL 952 88 10 04
DOCTOR 952 88 10 23
LOCAL POLICE 952 88 17 01 / 656 938 148
KINDERGARTEN 952 88 16 87
TOWN HALL 952 88 10 03
SPORTS CENTRE - GYM 646 277 171
SOCIAL SERVICES 952 88 19 47
TAXI OJÉN 952 88 12 80 / 662 568 771
TAXI SOL MARBELLA 952 77 44 88
Distance to Marbella 8,6 km.
Distance to Málaga 54,2 km.
Distance to Ronda 69,4 km.
Distance to Algeciras 86,8 km.

Ojén Town Hall
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The Village
Ojén lies facing the Mediterranean, its white houses sitting at the foot
of a dramatic and wild mountain range. Its streets, squares, walls and
corners receive the care and attention of the villagers who fill them
with flowers, making you feel as though you are walking though an
enormous garden. In the maze of streets, Ojén exudes its Islamic
origins and you can find step streets and corners filled with hundreds
of flowers and plants which scent the air.

Where to Visit

Important Events

This is a small flour mill which was
converted into an oil mil and aguardiente
liquor factory. It has now been restored and
demonstrations are given with the original,
functioning machinery. This is a must see
place to get to know an important part of the
culture of Ojén.
Additionally, one of the rooms houses the Museo del Aguardiente (the
aguardiente museum), with a series of information panels displaying
information about this famous liquor and the legend that lies behind it.
There are photos of labels from all corners of the world, advertising
posters, prizes, antique containers and one of the few bottles which still
contains aguardiente from Ojén. Until now this had been kept in the office
of the different mayors of the municipality, passed down through the years.
Much of what is on display in the museum was donated by the residents of
the village.

The Castillo del Cante festival in Ojén is one
of the oldest flamenco festivals in the
province of Malaga. The performances are
observed in a respectful or even revered
silence for the singers, with an expert
audience which erupts with cheers and
applause at the end of each phrasing. The
best singers in the history of flamenco have performed on this stage,
from Camarón de la Isla to the new masters. The festival is normally held
on the first Saturday of August in Ojén’s state school.

El Molino Museum

Caves

What to Do
A type of eco-cultural tourism has developed in this setting, in which
adventure-seekers and lovers of the great outdoors can enjoy
countless activities such as: 4x4 tours, canyoning, caving, climbing,
horse-riding trips, ethnographic tours, bike rides and hiking.
The gastronomy of Ojén is also unique, combining flavours from the
mountain and the Mediterranean; olive oil and all other local products
are omnipresent.

The caves are one of the most singular
features of Ojén and can be divided into
two groups: the high caves and the low
caves. From the former you can enjoy
beautiful views of the hamlet of Ojén as
well as the Mediterranean Sea. In the past
they were used as stores and for keeping
animals. These days they have been
restored and are used for cultural
purposes.

La Encarnación Church
Built at the start of the 16th century, the
church has a single nave with a beautiful
Mudejar coffered ceiling, decorated with
geometric shapes. The impressive bell
tower is converted from the minaret of a
mosque, and the two palm trees on the
main façade give it an exotic touch.

Los Chorros Fountain
This fountain was built in 1905. Its pipes,
fed by the river Amadán, have supplied
water to the villagers for generations, and
became a meeting point and place to
socialise for those who went to collect
water.

Flamenco Festival

Ojeando Festival
This is held on the first weekend in July and
is the most important indie pop-rock
festival in the province, receiving over
15,000 visitors. The performances take
place in the most beautiful parts of the
municipality. For three days, Ojén is turned
into a village of contrasts, combining the
charm of a traditional village and its narrow white-washed streets with
the vanguard and alternative image of the groups.

Feria
The fair is celebrated in the month of
October in honour of the patron saint
Dionisio Aeropagita. The village square is
the heart and centre of the festivities
where the local gastronomy is enjoyed and
the sound of the orchestra rouses the
dancers. At night, the village is filled with
more modern music to cater for all tastes. Also, a number of popular
games are played such as the traditional carrera de cintas race and the
piñata-style game el juego del botijo.

The Popular Tostón
On the first of November, All Saints’ Day,
friends and family gather to spend the day
in the countryside, roasting chestnuts and
drinking the traditional liquor aguardiente.
The following Sunday, in the village
square, a popular tostón is organized
attracting tourists and locals alike. Not
only are there chestnuts and aguardiente, but also music, barbecued
pork, games and tours of the village. Malaga Provincial Council has
acknowledged this event as being of special interest to tourists.

